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First  Press
From the Pastor

I just watched my Chicago Blackhawks win the Stanley Cup for the second time  
in four years, after not having won a championship since 1961, when I was about 
six months old.  For almost the first 50 years of my life I had watched them lose 
every year. 

Time and time again, bringing a team from disarray to success has its roots in  
a simple formula.  As a general rule, the path to success does not rest on the 
institution of razzle-dazzle gimmickry, though of course a coach has to be current 
with the state of the modern game, which in every sport is affected by having  
players who are larger, stronger, and faster than in generations past.  But the core  
of the path to success is a return to the basics. 

In the classic baseball movie Bull Durham, there’s a locker room scene where the 
exasperated manager flings a pile of baseball bats into the showers after yet another 
losing game and screams “This is a simple game. You throw the ball. You hit the ball.  
You catch the ball.” 

When our lives are in disarray, sometimes we need to get back to basics.  So  
many of us have made our lives so complicated that it feels like a stool with 13 
interconnected legs, ready to collapse if any one of the legs falters.  Is it any  
wonder that so many of us look forward to summer, when some of the pressures  
are relieved? 

In the story of the early church, as conveyed to us in the Bible through the Book  
of Acts, there is a picture painted of life as it ought to be: they prayed together,  
they broke bread together as a community of faith and at home with their families.   
They devoted themselves to learning the teachings of the apostles and trusted God 
to provide. 

“Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home 
and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all 
the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.”  
– Acts 2:46-47 
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Sometimes people look at the picture of life that this portrays and they 
dismiss it as “unrealistic.”  But the question is: how is “realistic” working for 
you?  Living a satisfying life is often as simple as making a choice between 
prioritizing God’s reality or secular reality. 

Just as the manager in Bull Durham reduced baseball to “you throw the 
ball, you hit the ball, you catch the ball,” you can and should think of life as 
being as simple as caring for your relationships with God, your family, your 
friends, and your church family.  Learning the teachings of God.  Prayer.  
Enjoy these things first. 

There will still be time for the remainder of what you do.  The Book  
of Acts doesn’t mention that the new converts still went to work, but we 
presume they did.  It just wasn’t important enough to mention.  And in  
fact, the remainder will become more tolerable – and maybe even more 
meaningful – as those things take their rightful place as being secondary  
to your primary purpose in life, which is to deepen your relationships with 
God, family, and friends.   

Life can be very hard.  But we only make it harder on ourselves when we  
stray from the fundamentals of how God intended for us to live.  So use this 
summer and any slack time that it gives you to recalibrate your priorities, get 
back to basics, and lay a solid foundation for the rest of your years to come. 

Peace and blessings, 
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hey devoted I 
themselves to the apostles' 
teaching and fellowship,  
to the breaking of bread 
and the prayers.”  
  – Acts 2:42 
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F R O M  T H E  C H O I R  R O O M  

CROSSROADS 
Crossroads is on summer hiatus for the month of July.  Please join us when we resume on Sunday evening  
August 4 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel.  It’s casual, lively, and fun, with a great band (led by Jane Kelly Williams)  
and the same basic sermon as Sunday morning (with multimedia enhancements). It’s a great  
alternative – give it a try and invite your friends! 

SUMMER CHOIR 
If you would like to sing with the Chancel Choir, but don’t have the time for a weekly 
commitment, the Summer Choir is for you.  The Summer Choir rehearses and sings on 
Sunday, June 30th and Sunday, August 25th. We meet at 10 a.m. to practice and sing 
for worship at 11. You are welcome to come for one Sunday or both dates. Either way, 
be prepared to enjoy yourself! 

 Special Music in July 
July 7 Carson Baker, tenor  
 
 
July 14 Iris Karlin, soprano 
 
 
July 21 Sandra Ruggles, soprano 
 
 
July 28 Wesley Wellington, tenor 
 

The music for our summer Worship Services is provided 
by our choir soloists, and by other visiting groups.  
The schedule for July is: 



 

 

F A M I LY / C H I L D R E N ’ S / Y O U T H  M I N I S T R I E S  
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CHURCH SCHOOL & SCRIPTURE STUDY LEADERS & PARENTS 
WERE HONORED ON JUNE 9 

We THANK all 29 members of our Church School and Youth Scripture Study staff teams who 
served faithfully all year as teachers and support staff. We also CELEBRATED PARENTS who 

faithfully guide their children and youth in the Christian faith and bring them to church. We also thank the 
Children and Youth who are part of our ministry!  
 

CHILD CARE IS AVAILABLE EVERY SUNDAY! 
Our Nursery is well-equipped with toys, supplies of all kinds, and a pager system. Babies, toddlers and  
preschool children are invited to enjoy a special place under the guidance of a paid and experienced staff 
who also provide a biblical story and activity while parents worship. Karen DuBois Kahn coordinates and  
supervises our Nursery Ministry.  
 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL meets every Sunday during Worship after the 
Time with Children. Children of Kindergarten age and older, experience some “Awesome 
Adventures: God’s Amazing Son” in the Chapel. Our “We Believe” lessons explore New 
Testament stories of Jesus’ amazing ministry. Jake and Anna who are featured in their page 
of comics lead the adventurers in meeting the people who met Jesus with really good stories 
and lots of fun activities. There is also a Take-Home Leaflet for parents to “talk with their 
child about….”, even some jokes, activities to do at home, and Comic-Book Adventure to 
continue your conversation. We invite parents, teens and other adults to help lead the children in these  
adventures. There is a sign-up list in the Chapel.  
 

OUR NURSERY HAS A WISH LIST 
A glider, child’s kitchen, plastic rocking horse, baby doll for stroller, toy iron, toys for ages 3 
months to 3 years – no cloth toys, please, and booster chairs for Elmore Hall. Can you help? 
 

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF SCHOLARSHIP FUND! 
The Youth Group sponsored a Hot Dog sale on Sunday, June 16, to raise some funds for our church’s Youth 
Scholarship Fund which provides scholarships for children and youth going to Camp Johnsonburg and to 
support delegates to Presbyterian Youth Triennium. Thank you, congregation!   
 

YOUTH & THEIR FAMILIES INVITED FOR FUN EVENTS THIS SUMMER! 
SAVE the dates of Sunday afternoon, July 28, and Friday evening, August 23, for a fun get-together.  More 
details will come to you via e-mail. That’s the 4th Sunday in July and the 4th Friday in August. Join us! 
 

MUSIC THEATRE CAMP is directed by Margot Bennett from August 11 – 16! 
Please see the flyer on next page for more details and do register by July 20th. 
 

TWO BIBLE CAMPS: AUGUST 26–30 DIRECTED BY CYNDI KUMOR 
Please see the flyer on the next page for more details: “Everywhere FUN FAIR where GOD’S WORLD 

Comes Together” celebrates God’s welcoming love for everyone. Kids and Parents will experience the 
love of Jesus, meet welcoming neighbors from the Bible, and explore the everyday life of neighbors 

from Japan, Zimbabwe, the United Kingdom, Australia, and Mexico. There’s exciting attractions 
such as interactive Bible storytelling, global games, rockin’ music, super science, cool crafts,  
and more! 
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Vacation Bible Camp & 
*NEW* FAMILY BIBLE CAMP 

Monday – Friday 
August 26 – 30, 2013 

 

Vacation Bible Camp: 9am- 12pm  
(Children 3 ½ years old – 7th Grade) 

  

          *NEW* FAMILY BIBLE CAMP: 6pm – 8pm  
(Parents and Children of all ages) 

 

 

Director:  Cyndi Kumor, 201-384-5388 or ckmusik@optonline.net 
Activities Director: Dorothy VanderWerf, 201-568-7373 ext. 307 or dorothyv@englewoodpres.org 

 

Experience the love of Jesus, meet welcoming neighbors from the Bible, and explore the everyday 
life of neighbors from Japan, Zimbabwe, the United Kingdom, Australia, and Mexico. Exciting  
attractions include interactive Bible storytelling, global games, rockin’ music, super science, cool 
crafts, and more! FAMILY BIBLE CAMP includes the same attractions and includes Supper at 6 p.m.  
 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE JULY 30, 2013 
Vacation Bible Cam Cost: $30 per child, $50 for 2 children, and $60 for 3 or more children 

Family Bible Camp Cost: $40 for 2 people, $50 for 3 people, $60 for 4 or more people 

 

Music Theatre Camp 2013   
     Sunday - Friday  
     August 11, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
     August 12—16, 9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

    For children entering grades 5-9 in September. 

Directed by Margot Bennett, BA in Theatre Performance from Muhlenberg College 
Staffed by talented college students, high school students, and adults. The program includes Gathering 
Time, Rehearsals, Theatre Workshops, Activities, Snacks, Fun, and a Performance! 
 
The week will culminate with a SHOWCASE of FAVORITE SONGS on 
Friday, August 16th at 7: 00 p.m. 

$35 – 1 child;  $50 – 2 children 
REGISTER BY JULY 20th 



 

 

Page 6                                                    July 2013 

COPE: FPC’S CAREGIVERS’ SUPPORT GROUP 
In partnership with the Bergen Family Center 
Thursday, July 18, 7:00-9:00 pm, in the East Room 
 

Are you feeling the stress of being a caregiver for a sibling, parent, or an adult child?  If you 
are a caregiver looking for resources – or a space to get it all out - come to COPE: FPC’s 

Caregivers’ Support Group.  Through an exciting partnership with the Bergen Family Center, we are able to 
bring you both a wide array of educational programs, information about available resources, and supportive 
sharing led by Sheila Shur, LSW.  Sheila is the Elder Care Supervisor for the Bergen Family Center.  COPE 
will provide you with a compassionate circle of men and women who support one another in our care of 
others. For additional information, contact Rev. Hong at rich@englewoodpres.org. Please feel free to 
forward this invitation to others you know who are feeling the burden of caring for others. All are welcome.  
Light refreshments will be served.  

   

              
 

 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 
The Sunday Bible Study is on a break for the month of July. 

90 SECOND SERMON 
Check out the 90 Second Sermon – a brief, engaging version of the sermon being  
produced each week by Rich and Kellie.  Well-suited for sharing with friends via email  
or Facebook, we hope you’ll find it interesting not just for yourself but as a way to start  
faith conversations with friends and family.  Access the videos from our preliminary  
website at www.90secondsermon.com. 

     SUMMER ALIVE IS EVERY SUNDAY IN AUGUST 
     On Sundays, August 4, 11, 18 and 25 you are invited to Summer Alive  
from 10 – 10:40 a.m. before the 11 a.m. Morning Worship Service. Interesting,  

informative and informal presentations by members of the church highlight this time  
together. It begins with a continental breakfast and a morning prayer hosted  
by members of the Mission Committee. Child care is provided so parents  

can attend. Join us on these Sundays.  
! 

N E W S  F O R  T H E  C O N G R E G AT I O N  
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CROP WALK FOR HUNGER RAISES ABOUT $10,000 
Congratulations to the 13 congregations in 5 towns: Englewood, Bergenfield, Teaneck,  
Fort Lee, and Passaic who have raised about $10,000!  
 

First Presbyterian Church’s 22 walkers and sponsors have raised almost $4,000 of the total 
amount collected!!  25% of all monies raised benefits the local Center for Food Action and 

75% of the funds provide help in disasters and in the self-development of people both in our 
country and around the world through Church World Service. 

BABY BASICS: PROVIDING BABY ESSENTIALS TO  
LOW-INCOME FAMILIES 

 

Thank You to those who donated so many diapers, wipes, and formula to Baby Basics,  
the agency in Bergen County who  provides vital resources to help young families facing  

financial hardship. 17 canisters have been returned with $158.13 in cash donations! 
 

There are about 30 canisters still out in the congregation collecting coins for Baby Basics. 
Please return your donation canisters by the end of June so our dollars can help these families this summer. 
 

ADDITIONS TO OUR CHURCH LIBRARY 

I am pleased to donate to our Library the following books: 

1. Prayers for Life - a beautifully compiled work by Jane Eaton and Nancy Brummett 

2. Edmund Campion, Jesuit and Martyr by Evelyn Waugh 

3. Albert Schweitzer: The Enigma by James Bentley 

    A biography which probes the many-faceted nature of the great missionary of Africa, who was also a noted  
    philosopher and musician. 

4. The Art of Loving by psychoanalyst Erich Fromm 

5. The Dead Sea Scrolls Deception by Michael Paigent and Richmond Leigh. 

6. Ezekiel, a study of this great book of the Bible by Ronald E. Clements of King's College, University of London. 

7. Angels Unaware by Megan McKenna.                                 -Victoria L. Franke, Librarian 

M O V I N G  F O R WA R D  I N  M I S S I O N  

DOES SOMETHING NEED FIXING?  
Do you see something that isn't working as it should?  A light bulb that's out?  A dispenser  
that's empty?  Send a quick email to pleasefixit@englewoodpres.org and we'll get it to the  
right person to be taken care of.  (And anything you can do to help us keep this place in  
tip-top shape would be greatly appreciated!)  
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FOOD TO FIRST 
Don’t forget needy families who need food during the summer months (especially child-friendly 
food). Bring FOOD TO FIRST ON THE FIRST SUNDAY: July 7, August 4 and September 1 or 
at any time. We bring the food to the Center for Food Action here in Englewood. 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE: HABITAT FOR HUMANITY  
LITTLE FERRY, AUGUST 5-8 

 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY is eliminating homelessness by working in partnership with 
individuals and families in need. We are proud to participate in this ministry. During the 

week of August 5 through August 8 (Monday Through Thursday) we will be working with 
Bergen County's Superstorm Sandy Restoration Project to rehabilitate a home in our 

neighboring town of Little Ferry that was severely damaged by Hurricane Sandy.   
  

Many of our neighbors in Bergen County suffered severe losses in the wake of this hurricane. FPC, in working 
with Habitat and our neighbors in Little Ferry to rebuild what has been lost are demonstrating our commitment 
to the needs of others and to our faith. Our most important contribution may be letting people know, during 
their most difficult times, that they are not alone. 
  

Your help is greatly needed.  There are two important ways in which you may support this restoration effort: 
Volunteer to work with our FPC group in Little Ferry. The signup sheet is at the Information Center in Elmore 
Hall.  Stop by at Coffee and Conversation. 
  

You may DONATE cash or checks earmarked for Habitat by placing your contributions in Stu's House located 
outside the Sanctuary. Donations are needed to cover expenses for supplies. No materials can be accepted, since 
the needs will be determined by the volunteer workers at the site. 

HOSTING FAMILY PROMISE AT FPC FOR  
TWO WEEKS IN JULY 

Our homeless guests arrive on Sunday, July 14, so after Coffee& Conversation we need at least  
6 people to help organize the bedding and supplies in Elmore Hall where we host them for two 

weeks until Sunday, July 28. On that Sunday, we will need help after C & C to pack up the  
supplies and help store them until December. Please volunteer to help. 
 

Other important needs are to have 2 Overnight Hosts on Sunday, July 21 and Wednesday, July 24 to stay  
with our guests from dinner-time until 7 a.m. in the morning. All other nights are hosted by our Support  
Congregations. Can you help? 
 

Natalie Beaumont will be greeting the families each night when they arrive. The Youth Group will be providing 
the dinner on July 21. On July 24, Carlos and Shahida Ramos will be providing the dinner. 
 

Two more volunteers are needed to donate breakfast and lunch items for the families. Katie Bigler, Project 
Manager for the Souper Bowl of Caring Offering which helps support this program, is responsible for  
purchasing supplies for the two weeks. 
 



 

 

COMMUNITY BBQ 
The First Presbyterian Church of Hackensack invites the entire community to  
a BBQ on Sunday, July 21 from noon until the food runs out to benefit the 
hungry people who are our neighbors.  Pulled pork, expertly prepared by Fink’s 
BBQ of Dumont, NJ, BBQ chicken, Dave’s pork sliders, savory slaw, sweet corn 
soufflé, spicy greens, choice of beverage, plus dessert await your arrival.  Music 
will be provided for your listening and dancing pleasure.  All proceeds raised 
from The Community BBQ will go to the Center for Food Action.  According  
to the Center for Food Action “in northern New Jersey, which is traditionally 
considered an affluent suburb, the poverty rate is 75% higher than it was 20 
years ago.” 
 

Ticket price: $15.00 for adults per plate, $8.00 for children 10 and under.   
For more information & ticket sales contact:  Debbie Heatwole 201-342-7570.  
First Presbyterian Church of Hackensack, 64 Passaic Street, Hackensack, NJ 07601. www.fpchackensack.org 
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O T H E R  N E W S  

NEWS FROM OUR PRESCHOOL AND KINDERGARTEN 
 

Do you know someone who is looking for a wonderful Kindergarten program for their 
child this Fall?  First Presbyterian Preschool and Kindergarten has limited openings still 

available for the 2013-2014 school year! And are currently offering a $500 bonus to anyone 
referring a student who registers for our Kindergarten class!  FPPK offers half day & full day  

classes for children from 2 ½ years – Kindergarten.  Please contact Ms. Terry or Ms. Jeannie at (201) 568-3042  
if you are interested in finding out more about our warm and nurturing Cooperative School! – Leslie Kavanaugh 
     

WALK THE LABYRINTH ON THE LAWN 

The Labyrinth on the Lawn is open year-round and is located in back of the building on the 
grassy knoll with the entrance near where you see a bench. It is a metaphor for 
the journey of life with its twists and turns, changes and challenges, but we 
continue on the path with hope and determination. Come, take a walk on  
a nice day for a time of prayer and meditation.  

FAITH ALIVE AT ST. PAUL'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH, ENGLEWOOD 
 

Children entering grades K - 6 are invited for Day Camp from July 22 - 26, 9 a.m.  
to 3 p.m. with complimentary before and after care from 8-9 a.m. and 3 - 6 p.m.  

Deadline is July 10. Cost is $120 per child, which includes lunch. There are flyers at  
the church or call 201-568-3276. 
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ADDRESS CORRECTION 
REQUESTED 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF ENGLEWOOD 

150 East Palisade Avenue 
Englewood, NJ 07631 
Phone: 201-568-7373 
Fax: 201-568-7376 

www.englewoodpres.org 

NOTE: AUGUST NEWSLETTER ARTICLES ARE DUE ON JULY 15TH 

HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY! 
             THURSDAY, JULY 4TH  




